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Born in Roasio in 1862 Desiderio Iorio left Italy at a 

very young age, to emigrate to France, where he 

remained his whole life, becoming a very well-known 

character in the city of Modane. We know this because 

our museum recently received a very rich biography sent 

to us by our colleagues at Musée de la frontière de 

Modane, detailing his whole career. Iorio  started his 

new life across the Alps, working as a “commissionare 

en douane”, a custom agent in charge of sorting goods 

upon their arrival at the border. He later became an 

immigration agent too. 

In 1891 he married a woman by the name of Clémence 

Guille, and five years later he changed his name to 

Désiré Jorio, effectively becoming a French citizen. 

 

 

 

It is estimated that out of the 730.000 Italians that at the 

end of the XIX century, left Europe for the American 

continent, approximately 35.000 of them, used, at one 

point or the other, the services offered to emigrants by 

Jorio’s agency. A key point in his selling strategy, which 

can also be found in the flyer posted here, was the 

promise of reaching New York in just nine days. 

His career continued to evolve over time, to the point 

that in a 1911 trade directory, he is listed as a banker, 

immigration agent, carrier, shipping agent, custom agent 

and owner of a factory that produced automatic pianos.  

He died in Cannes in 1924, at the age of 62.  

“L’ Action Française”, local publication in Modane, 

reported that «The obsequies […] were held in the 

presence of a very large crowd of people». 

Pictured below, we see him sat in the exact center, 

surrounded by employees of his bank, which closed its 

doors for good after his death in 1935.  

 

 


