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On the 10th of June 1940, a few hours after Italy had 

declared war to England, all Italians working in British 

colonies (in our case, Gold Coast and Nigeria), were 

arrested and declared prisoners of war. They were given 

little time to pick up their belongings and were then 

confined to schools and forts, until they were finally 

made to board a steamer with destination unknown. 

More than two hundred Italians, of which 40 born in 

Roasio, remained in the hold of that ship for forty days 

among filth, diseases and spoiled and insufficient food, 

until they finally disembarked in Jamaica. Here they 

were interned in a working camp in Kingston.  

They were prisoners of war along with people from 

other nationalities for three whole years, when finally, 

on the 8th of September 1943, good news arrived. Italy 

had surrendered to the allies, which forced the guards to 

explain to them, what the new political situation in their 

Country was. When all was cleared, they then proceeded 

to ask every Italian prisoner the same question: Badoglio 

or Mussolini? Whoever expressed himself in favor of the 

official government, was declared free, while whoever 

showed sympathy for Mussolini, remained in custody. 

On the contrary to what may seem obvious, the fact that 

some Italians were officially no longer prisoners, didn’t 

mean that they could immediately make their way back 

home. They were transferred to a different camp in 

Kingston and, although they were given privileges (for 

example they were allowed to work outside the camp 

walls), the process to send them back home, only began 

on the 25th of May 1946.  

Exactly six years after their arrest.  

The return journey played out like this: they left Jamaica 

on board of a steamer with Glasgow, Scotland, as their 

destination. From there, they travelled by train to 

London, were they remained in a transit camp for  

twenty-two days. From there, they got on another train, 

this time the destination was Dover, were they were 

finally embarked for Naples.  

It took a total of fifty days for them to travel from 

Jamaica to Italy. 

Disembarked in Naples, they took a train wagon 

originally designated for coal transportation, all the way 

to Genova. Here the wagon was hooked on to a train 

heading to Torino. Their never ending journey then took 

them to Biella, and then finally on a small local train, 

directed to Valle Mosso. From here people could either 

walk home to Roasio, or call in favors with locals and 

ask that they contact a relative that would come pick 

them up.  

Giuseppe Faccio, originally from Cossato, a nearby 

town, shared his fate with the people of Roasio, and 

because of the war, had been away from Italy for six 

years and seven months. Commenting on his experience 

as a prisoner of war, he said: “As you can see the life of 

an emigrant is always uncertain, you know when you 

leave, but you never know when you are coming back 

(...)." 
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Pictured in 1942 within the walls of the Kingston camp, 

a group of prisoners from Roasio and nearby villages. 

From left, standing up, Emilio Eusebio Ferrero, Luigi 

Squara, Giuseppe Ferrero, Sergio Avondo, Giuseppe 

Montà, Oreste Depaulis (from Romagnano Sesia) and 

Giuseppe (Pinot) Faccio (from Cossato);  kneeling 

down, from left,  Aurelio Cerutti, Aldo Clemente (from 

San Giacomo di Masserano), Antonio Ferrero and 

Luciano Micheletti. 

Here is the complete list of names of people from 

Roasio, imprisoned in Jamaica. 

- Taken out of Nigeria: Romeo Cagna, Grato Carlo 

Cappa, Eusebio D’ Alberto, Giovanni Giuseppe Dolcino, 

Quinto Dolcino, Giovanni-Nino (Galet) Micheletti, 

Pietro Micheletti, Emilio Mora, Agostino (Alfonso) 

Poletti and Quinto Poletti. 

- Taken from the Gold Coast: Sergio Avondo, Pietro 

Bogialla, Remo Castelletta, Aurelio Cerutti, Pierino 

Comazzi, Francesco Deagostini, Pierino Destefano, 

Gino Falzone, Antonio Ferrero, Emilio Eusebio Ferrero, 

Giuseppe Ferrero, Carlo Gilardi, Adriano Micheletti, 

Alfonso Micheletti, Secondo (Dino) Micheletti, Ernesto 

(Farabola) Micheletti, Eusebio (Bobo) Micheletti, Felice 

Micheletti, Flavio Micheletti, Giuseppe (Rana) 

Micheletti, Luciano Micheletti, Giovanni-Nino Natale 

(Cribbo) Micheletti, Giuseppe Montà, Andrea Morino, 

Severo Noca, Ugo Poletti, Ercole Selva, Eusebio Tonone 

and Domenico Vaccino. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


