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Tina D'Alberto, journalist and Knight of the Italian Republic  

 

Tina D'Alberto was born on the 

28th of November 1905 in Roasio 

from Agostino (Gustin) D'Alberto 

and Margherita Micheletti. Her 

father, class of 1873, had been one 

of the most illustrious pioneers of 

the emigration of Roasio and had 

not failed to infuse in her the spirit 

of adventure, so that in 1931 she 

set sail for the Gold Coast to 

reunite with her husband, Ercole 

Selva, married after the completion 

of her studies.  

 

Tina D’Alberto (1926) 

 

In the African continent Tina did 

not just limit herself to living as a 

white woman (the first Italian 

female in the Gold Coast), but she 

became interested and studied in 

depth the traditions, customs and 

activities of the local populations, 

summarizing her experiences in 

the book "Sika Gua", "The Golden 

Stool”, in which she narrated the 

events she was either directly 

involved in or witnessed.  

"Sika Gua"  refers to what for the 

Ashanti, who along with the Fanti 

tribe, form the Akan people, was 

and is the symbol of homeland, 

power of God, authority and 

strength, and therefore takes on 

great importance for their 

collective imagination. 

Intelligent, curious, interested in 

African culture and traditions, she 

always wrote objectively, without 

ever being judgmental about 

people of colour, which was 

something quite rare for those 

times.  

She returned to Italy in 1933 and 

was a delegate for the Italian 

Institute of Africa, of which she 

was a valuable collaborator for 

many years, for both the Piedmont 

and the Valle d'Aosta region. She 

was a great supporter of the work 

done by Italians worldwide, but 

always had special consideration 

for the people of Roasio, of which 

she praised the strength, the 

determination and the 

resourcefulness.  

In 1960, host of local as well as 

Italian authorities, she visited the 

Belgian Congo, Rhodesia and 

South Africa. For her social 

activities and commitment to 

propagandizing the Italian work 

(especially that of Roasio) in the 

world, she was awarded the title of 

Knight of the Italian Republic. 

She lived in Turin for many years, 

but never failed to visit Roasio, 

which she always kept close to her 

heart, so much so that she greatly 

contributed to our museum, 

donating many artefacts that 

belonged both to her and her father 

Agostino.  

On the 23rd of February 2004, at 

the wonderful age of 98, Tina 

D'Alberto died at a nursing home 

in Brusnengo (BI), where she had 

been hospitalized for several 

months. 

In view of the  important role she 

occupied in the history of  Roasio  

“Museo dell’emigrante”, has paid 

tribute to  her by publishing two of 

her articles in the book “Il paese 

con la valigia” (“The village with 

the suitcase”). 

 

 
 

Journalistic Card (1955) 


